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which in the past they had used to increase their personal
gains. Actually, Roosevelt was much too honest a man
for many of the people with whom he worked, so at the
end of his first two years in office they plotted to get rid
of him.

As it happened, there was a means ready to hand
which they thought would serve their purpose admir-
ably. A new presidential election was due in November,

1900,  and Roosevelt's enemies hoped that if they could
get him elected Vice-President3 they would be rid of his
interference for good.  This hope was based on a curious
feature of the American system of government by which,
while the President has very great powers, the Vice-
President has little influence either in making the laws
or in shaping the policy of his party, so that the poli-
tician who becomes Vice-President usually falls into
complete obscurity.   Such might now have been Roose-
velt's lot, but for a trick of Fate which brought all his
adversaries5 carefully laid schemes tumbling back upon
them to their own discomfiture.    In due course the
election took place and William McKinley, the Re-
publican candidate, was elected President of the United
States with Theodore Roosevelt as his Vice-President.
So  far  all  had  gone  as  Roosevelt's  opponents  had
planned, and they must have been congratulating them-
selves on their successful tactics, when, in September,

1901,  President McKinley was assassinated, and Roose-
velt, the man his enemies had wished to force into the
background,  automatically stepped into his place as
President and ruler of the nation.

Roosevelt was forty-three when he became President,